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occasion discomfort to yoiirself and anxiety to your fam-
ily. I think of and sympathize with both. Time is passing
rapidly away, and with you and me it will soon be no
more.

A bright and unfading inheritance is offered to us in a
better world on conditions which we both understand.
God give us grace to accept the conditions, and grant that
should we see each other no more in the flesh, we may meet
in bliss and glory.

May you be filled with joy and peace in believing, and
abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.

Your friend,

William Jay.

James Fenimore Cooper, Esq., Cooperstown

This letter closes the friendship of a life-time, begun at the
school of Reverend Thomas Ellison, Rector of St. Peter's Church,
Albany, where William Jay, the poet Hillhouse, and James
Cooper were fellow students in 1800.

On the back of the letter is written, in the handwriting of
Susan Fenimore Cooper, "One of the last letters received by my
dearest Father and which I read to him as he lay in his bed."

James Fenimore Cooper died at his home, Otsego Hall,
in Cooperstown, New York, September 14, 1851. His wife sur-
vived him a little over four months. She died January 20, 1852.

The following note on'her father's death was written by Susan
Augusta Fenimore Cooper, his eldest and perhaps favorite child.
It was found among her papers after her death.

Monday, Sep. 15th: His birth-day. He would have been 62.
Charlotte and I sat up with his dear remains! His face very noble,
and calm. Dear Mother went in with us to see him; kneeling and
praying beside him. She is very calm, though grieved to the heart.e poetry of Longfellow, whom
